214              ONE THOUSAND  FAMOUS  THINGS
So much for industry, and attention to one's own business ; but
to these we must add frugality. A man may keep his nose all his life
to the grindstone, and die not worth a groat at last. A fat kitchen
makes a lean will. The Indies have not made Spain rich because her
out-goes are greater than her in-comes.
Away, then, with your expensive follies, and you will not have so
much cause to complain of hard times, heavy taxes, and chargeable
families. What maintains one vice would bring up two children*
You may think perhaps that a little punch now and then, diet a little
more costly, clothes a little finer, can be no great matter ; but remem-
ber many a little makes a mickle. Beware of little expenses ; a small
leak will sink a great ship, as Poor Richard says. Who dainties love
shall beggars prove ; and, moreover, fools make feasts and wise men
eat them. Here you are all got together to this sale of fineries and
nick-nacks. You call them goods, but if you do not take care they
will prove evils to some of you. You expect they will be sold cheap,
but if you have no occasion for them they must be dear to you.
Remember that Poor Richard says, Buy what thou hast no need of,
and ere long thou shalt sell thy necessaries. Many have been ruined
by buying good pennyworths. Silks and satins, scarlet and velvets,
put out the kitchen ike. By these and other extravagances the
greatest are reduced to poverty and forced to borrow. When the
well is dry they know the worth of water.
Again, Pride is as loud a beggar as Want, and a great deal more
saucy. When you have bought one fine thing you must buy ten
more, that your appearance may be all of a piece, but Poor Dick says,
it is easier to suppress the first desire than to satisfy all that follow
it. And it is as truly folly for the poor to ape the rich, as for the frog
to swell in order to equal the ox. It is, however, a folly soon punished ;
for, as Poor Richard says, Pride that dines on vanity sups on con-
tempt | Pride breakfasted with Plenty, dined with Poverty, and
supped with Infamy. And after all, of what use is this pride of appear-
ance, for which so much is risked, so much is suffered ? It cannot
promote health, nor ease pain ; it makes no increase of merit in the
person ; it creates envy, it hastens misfortune.
And now to conclude. Experience keeps a dear school, but fools
will learn in no other. However, remember this : They that will not
be counselled cannot be helped, and, further, that if you will not hear
reason she will surely rap your knuckles, as Poor Richard says.
Thus the old gentleman ended his harangue. The people heard
it and approved the doctrine, and immediately practised the con-
trary, just as if it had been a common sermon ; for the auction opened
and they began to buy extravagantly. Though I had at first deter-
mined to buy stuff for a new coat, I went away, resolved to wear my
old one a little longer.                                 Benjamin Franklin